AN INDENTURE DATED 1830 TO ENABLE THE EXCHANGE
OF POORS LAND IN HITCHAM, BUCKS FOR LAND OWNED
ON BEHALF OF WILLIAM WYNDHAM, LORD GRENVILLE.

Based on Buckinghamshire Archives references :
PR 102A/25/5
PR 102A/25/6
PR 102A/25/7

This paper consists of a complete transcript of this indenture, preceded by
some background notes for context, and maps of the two relevant sites.

BACKGROUND NOTES

Following the Inclosure Act of 1773, and in particular the Hitcham
Inclosure Act of 1778 (the 18" year of George III), common land was
parcelled up largely for the benefit of rich landowners, though a small
parcel of five acres of land was set aside in the north of Hitcham where
the poor could gather wood for heating and cooking. This was called the
Poors Land. In fact it appears this plot of land may already have been
designated for the poor in 1770 or perhaps earlier.

Unfortunately, the Hitcham Poors Land fell within the expanding estate
of William Wyndham, Lord Grenville (who lived at Dropmore House and
who was Prime Minister in 1806 and 1807 when the anti-slavery bill was
passed).

This was inconvenient for Grenville, so he arranged for a lawyer,
William Chisholme, to purchase ten acres of land in the south of the
parish, of which they could parcel off five acres, and swap the Poors
Land, within Grenville's estate in the north of the parish, for this new
parcel in the south.

This was actually unintentionally beneficial all round. Grenville acquired
the bit of common land that was within his estate, and the poor obtained
what, much later, turned out to be valuable land in the south with
potential for gravel extraction and housing.

Now Grenville happened to be a trustee of the Poors Land along with
Joseph Goodall (the Rector of Hitcham, a fellow Etonian) and John
Webster (the churchwarden, who was, it is thought, one of Grenville's
tenant farmers). It is a sign of how delicate this must have seemed, even
in those days, that Grenville stood down temporarily as trustee and his



friend Pascoe Grenfell (no relation) was appointed, in his place, by the
Bishop of Lincoln (who was the Rector's boss). And, at the same time,
William Chisholme was acting as trustee on behalf of Grenville for the
southern land. Thus Grenville was able, just about, to keep the
transaction at arm's length.

Next, the Bishop set up a Commission of several churchmen and a lay
expert to check the propriety and fairness of the swap, and he quite
literally gave it his seal of approval.

Thus, the indenture of 1830, reproduced below, was written up. There
were probably six copies made - one for each signatory. It is likely that
one at least bore the official seals of the participants and this is likely to
be found in the archives at Lincoln Diocese. There is likely also a copy in
Grenville's archives in the Cornwall record office. The transcription here
is taken from the Buckinghamshire Archives version, located in 2024 by
Pat Naylor, Secretary to the modern-day Hitcham Trust, and is very
likely the Rector's copy. Of course all six copies had to be written out by
hand (by professional copyists) and would have had various small
differences and have been corrected after being checked by the lawyers.
Note, for instance, the word 'surveying' being corrected to 'conveying’.
There are at least two different styles of handwriting in this one copy of
the document, so it was probably a production-line effort. The spelling of
‘manor’ instead of ‘manner’ is as found in the original document.

The typed transcription here, based on the Buckingham Archives copy,
attempts to faithfully reproduce the errors and corrections, the under-
linings, abbreviations and capitalisations of the original, though almost
certainly, alas, some new errors will have been introduced in the process.
Incidentally the original document has virtually no punctuation, which
was a common feature of legal documents! Text inserted by the copyists
as corrections is marked in the transcription with ™ characters.

Amusingly, despite the huge lengths gone to in order to avoid ambiguity,
there is a section that mentions his Lordship, and it is only later in the
text, by implication, that it becomes clear this refers to the Bishop of
Lincoln and not to Lord Grenville. Is there scope for a legal challenge?

In 1963 The Hitcham Poors Land Trust sold its by-now-valuable real
estate in the south of the parish and created a new Trust to distribute
grants to the needy within Hitcham, and does so to this day. The original
Poors Land in the north still has, in contrast, comparatively little



commercial value being private parkland, though the Emir of Kuwait's
house at Burwood may well be on this land.

The maps on the next page, showing the locations of the two parcels that
were exchanged, are at best approximations. Local historian Mervyn
Eden had located the northern parcel as “situated astride the Taplow
Common Road at the point called Hitcham Lower Heath, a few hundred
yards north of the Parliament Lane turning”’, and this is confirmed by a
map dated 1770, the correspondence with modern OS maps is
remarkably good but still prone to some error.

Alan Woodley MSc, December 14th 2024 (version 4)
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Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright 2024

THE TWO PARCELS WHICH WERE EXCHANGED ARE IN RED,
SUPERIMPOSED ON MODERN MAPS. THE GREEN CIRCLES
EACH ENCLOSE AN AREA OF EXACTLY FIVE ACRES.



START OF THE INDENTURE DOCUMENT

This Indenture made the 25th day of May in the y of O L. 1830 betw. The
Rt Rev Father in God “John” LLd Bp of Lincoln of the first part, the Rt
Hon.Wm Wyndham Lord Grenville Baron Grenville of Wootton under
Bernewood in the Co of Bucks The Rev. Jos. Goodall of Eton College in
the said Co of Bucks DD and John Webster of Hitcham in the said Co of
Bucks Esq of the Second part Pascoe Grenfell “of Taplow” in the sd Co
of Bucks Esq of the 3rd part & Wm Chisholme of Lincolns Inn Fields in
the Co of Middlesex Gent of the 4th part.

Whereas by the an Act made & passed in Geo III .18. Entitled 'an act for
dividing of & Enclosing the open & common field common meadows
common pastures common arable and “waste grounds within the parish
of Hitcham™' it was enacted amongst other things that the Commissioners
acting under & by virtue of the said Act should set out and allot to the
Lord of the Said Manor & to the Rector & Churchwardens of the Parish
of Hitcham aforesaid & their respective successors such part of the said
common pastures common arable land & waste grounds by the said act
intended to be divided allotted & enclosed not exceeding in the whole the
quantity of 5 acres as they the said Commissioners shd think proper to be
appropriated in raising furze heath & other fuel for the use of all and
every the poor inhabitants & parishioners of the said parish of Hitcham
forever in such manner &subject to such order and direction as the said
Commissioners saw fit under said award order and edict and the same shd
be free from all taxes Whatsoever and whereas the said Commissioners
acting under and by virtue of the said Act did by their award in writing
bearing date August 7. 1779 duly executed and enrolled allot and award
to the Lord of the Manor of Hitcham aforesaid the rector of the parish of
Hitcham aforesaid and the Churchwardens of the same and their
successors for the poor of the said parish 5 acres exclusive of all roads
passing in through or “over” the same estate being at Hitcham Lower
Common bounded on part on the North and part of the North West by an
Ancient Enclosure in Taplow parish and on other part of the North West
by Taplow Common in the N.E. by an ancient enclosure in Hitcham and
by the first therein described allotment to the Rector for tithes of old
enclosures the part of the S.E. by the fourth allotment to the Rector for
tythes of old enclosures and on the S.W. by an allotment to Robert Freind
and Elizabeth Sims on the part of the S.W. by an old enclosure in the
parish of Hitcham on the S.E. by an old enclosure & allotment thereafter
awarded to the said Robert Freind & Elizabeth Sims and to the said
Robert Freind and Wm Martin on the remaining part on the S.W. by an
ancient enclosure in the said parish of Hitcham and the end of Green




Lane the hedges ditches & fences of which said allotments against
Taplow Common and against the said allotment to the said Robt Freind
and Elizabeth Sims and the said allotment therein awarded to the said
Robert Freind and William Martin with a carriage swing gate across the
road to Marlow next to the parish of Taplow and also a bridle swing gate
at the north east end of Green Lane the said Commissioners did order and
direct should be made and at all times thereafter maintained and kept in
repair by and at the expense of the Lord of the said Manor the Rector and
Churchwardens of the Parish of Hitcham aforesaid and their successors
for the time being to be reimbursed by an equal rate on all the proprietors
of lands and grounds within the parish and Manor of Hitcham aforesaid
for such fences and gates and the proportion of costs assessed by
Commissioners coincident to the passing of the said act and of the
valuing measuring surveying and dividing the said open commonable
lands and waste grounds and of preparing and enrolling the said award
and also for repairs of such fences and gates and the said commissioners
did thereby further order and direct that the same parcel so set out for the
use of the poor aforesaid should be let to a tenant or ploughed or sowed
with grain at the discretion of the said Lord of the Manor Rector and
Churchwardens of Hitcham and their respective successors annually until
the surface thereof should be reduced into a proper state of cultivation to
be sown with firs heath or other fuel according to the directions of the
said act and in the meantime and until the said allotment be sown with
firs heath or other fuel the said Commissioners ordered and directed that
the annual profits arising from the said allotment should be distributed
annually by the said Lord of the Manor Rector and Churchwardens in
such proportions as to them should seem meet to and amongst all the poor
inhabitants and parishioners of the said parish of Hitcham and Whereas
the said William Chisholme is absolutely seized of or entitled to an estate
and in fee simple in possession in trust nevertheless for the said William
Wyndham Lord Grenville his heirs and assigns a certain piece or parcel
of freehold land containing by admeasurement five acres being part of a
large piece of land containing about ten acres situate in Hitcham field in
the said parish of Hitcham in the county of Bucks now in the occupation
of Mr John Porott and bounded on the south and in part on the north by
land belonging to the Crown and on other part on the north by glebe land
belonging to the Rectory of Hitcham aforesaid on the east by land
belonging to the Crown and by land now in the possession of John Popple
esquire and on the west and southwest by the public highway leading
from Taplow to the Bath road and whereas the said William Wyndham
Lord Grenville is desirous of making an exchange of the said piece or
parcel of land of which the said William Chisholme is so seized in trust
for him "as” aforesaid for the said piece or parcel of land so as aforesaid




alloted to the Lord of the Manor Rector and Churchwardens of the said
parish of Hitcham as aforesaid in trust as herein before is mentioned and
whereas in order to the said proposed exchange and in pursuance of the
requisitions contained in a certain act made and passed in the first and
second years of the reign of his present Majesty George the Fourth
entituled 'an act to authorise the exchange of lands tenements or
hereditaments subject to the trusts for charitable purposes for other lands
tenement or hereditaments ' a petition has been presented to the said John
Bishop of Lincoln (within whose diocese the said several premises are
situate) by the said William Wyndham Lord Grenville as the Lord of the
Manor of Hitcham aforesaid the said Joseph Goodall as Rector of the
same Parish and the said John Webster as sole Churchwarden of the same
Parish praying that the same exchange might be made and that his
Lordship would be pleased to issue a Commission under his episcopal
seal and to give such other direction touching the said exchange as to his
lordship should seem meet and whereas in further pursuance of the
requisitions contained in the said last mentioned act by an indenture
bearing date February fo”u”rteen 1829 and made or expressed to be made
between the said John Bishop of Lincoln on the one part and the said
Pascoe Grenfell on the other part the said John Bishop of Lincoln duly
appointed the said Pascoe Grenfell to act as temporary trustee under the
said last mentioned act on behalf of the poor of the said parish of Hitcham
in the matter of the said proposed exchange in the place of him the said
William Wyndham Lord Grenville who by reason of his interest as Lord
of the said Manor was under the provisions contained in the said last
mentioned act temporarily disqualified to act as a trustee therein and
whereas in further pursuance of the requisitions contained in the said last
mentioned act the said John Bishop of Lincoln issued a commission
under his episcopal seal bearing date February 17 1829 and directed to
the Revd George Bethell, tthe Revd William Mussage Bradford the Revd
Edward Neale Henry Chisholm Esq and Robert Greros Loranie (sic) Esq
a barrister at law of above 5 years standing authorizing these to enquire
into the propriety of the said proposed exchange and Whereas the said
George Bethell William Mussage Bradford and Robert Greros Loranie
three of the Commisioners named in the said Commission made their
return to the said Commission under their hands and seals bearing date
July 15 1829 and hereby after stating the manor in which they had
proceeded to make the enquiry which they were by the said Commission
authorized to make they certified that they found that the said proposed
exchange would be for the permanent benefit of the charity for the
reasons in the said return particularly mentioned and whereas the said
John Bishop of Lincoln being satisfied with the said return to the said
Commission and all necessary proceedings having been taken which the




said last mentioned act required in e order that exchanges made by virtue
thereof may be effectually made it hath been agreed that the said
proposed exchange shall be carried into effect in the manor hereinafter
expressed Now this Indenture witnesseth that for the purpose of carrying
the said proposed exchange into effect and in pursuance of the requisition
for that purpose contained in the said last mentioned act and in
consideration of the piece of land hereinafter conveyed by the said
William Chisholme and of the sum of 10/- of lawful money of Great
Britain by the said William Chisholme to the said William Wyndham
Lord Grenville Joseph Goodall John Webster and Pascoe Grenfell paid at
or before the sealing and delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is
hereby ar acknowledged they the said William Wyndham Lord Grenville
Joseph Goodall John Webster and Pascoe Grenfell with the privity and
approbation of the said John Bishop of Lincoln testified by his being a
party to and signing and sealing with his episcopal seal two parts of these
presents Have and and each of them Hath bargained sold and
surconveyed and by these presents do and each of them doth bargain sell
and convey unto the said William Chisholm his heirs and assigns All that
the said piece of land containing five acres which was by the herein
before recited (sic) award of the seventh day of August 1779 awarded to
the Lord of the Manor of Hitcham aforesaid the Rector of the parish of
Hitcham aforesaid and the Churchwardens of the same and their
successors for the poor of the said parish as herein before is mentioned
with all the rights privileges benefits advantages and emoluments and
appurtenances thereto lawfully belonging and all the Estate right title
interest propriety claim and demand whatsoever both at law and in equity
of them the said William Wyndham Lord Grenville Joseph Goodall John
Webster and Pascoe Grenfell into out of or upon the said piece of land
and premises hereby bargained and sold or intended so to be and every
part thereof. To have and to hold the said piece of land and all and
singular other the premises thereby bargained and sold and ssrconveyed
or intended so to be with the appurtenances unto and to the use of the said
William Chisholme his heirs and assigns for ever in trust for the said
William Wyndham Lord Grenville his heirs and assigns for ever. And
each of them the said Joseph Goodall John Webster and Pascoe Grenfell
so far as relates to his own acts and deeds only but not further or
otherwise doth hereby for himself his executors and administrators
covenant and declare with and to the said William Chisholme his heirs
and assigns that they the said Joseph Goodall John Webster and Pascoe
Grenfell have not at any time heretofore made done committed or
executed or knowingly or willingly permitted or suffered or been party or
~owning” to any act deed matter or thing whatsoever whereby or by
reason or means whereof the said piece of land and premises herein




before bargained sold and sarconveyed or intended so to be or any of
them or any part thereof are is can or shall “or* may be in anywise
impeached charged affected or incumbered in title estate or otherwise
whathowsoever and this Indenture further witnesseth that for carrying the
said proposed exchange into effect and in consideration of the piece of
land herein before sarconveyed by the said William Wyndham Lord
Grenville Joseph Goodall John Webster and Pascoe Grenfell and also in
consideration of sum of ten shillngs of the-tike({sie)—lawful money by the
said William Wyndham Lord Grenville Joseph Goodall John Webster and
Pascoe Grenfell paid to the said William Chisholme at or before the
sealing and delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is hereby
acknowledged he the said William Chisholme with such privity and
approbation of the said John Bishop of Lincoln and testified as aforesaid
and also with the privity and approbation of of the said Pascoe Grenfell
and at the request and by the direction of the said William Wyndham
Lord Grenville testified by their being respectively parties to and sealing
and delivering their presents Hath bargained and sold and sarconveyed
and by their presents doth bargain sell and convey unto the said William
Wyndham Lord Grenville Joseph Goodall and John Webster and their
successors All that piece of land containing five acres whereof the said
William Chisholme is herein before mentioned to be seized in trust for
the said William Wyndham Lord Grenville his heirs and assigns and all
the estate right title interest property claim and demand whatsoever both
at law and in equity of him the said William Chisholme into out of or
upon the said piece of land and premises hereby lastly bargained and sold
and surveyed or intended so to be and every part thereof to have and to
hold the said piece of land and all and singular other the premises hereby
lastly bargained sold and surveyed or intended so to be with the
appurtenances unto and to the use of the said William Wyndham Lord
Grenville Joseph Goodall and John Webster and their successors upon
and for the same trusts interests and purposes upon and for which they the
said William Wyndham Lord Grenville Joseph Goodall and John Webster
were before the execution of these presents seized of or entituled to the
said piece of land hereby firstly bargained sold and surconveyed or
intended so to be and the said William Chisholme doth hereby for himself
his heirs executors and administrators covenant and declare with and to
the said William Wyndham Lord Grenville Joseph Goodall John Webster
and their successors that he the said William Chisholme hath not at any
time heretofore made done committed or executed or knowingly or
willingly permitted or suffered or been party or privy to any act deed
matter or thing whatsoever whereby or by reason or means whereof the
said piece of land and premises hereby lastly bargained sold and
surconveyed or intended so to be or any of them or any part thereof are is




can shall or may be in anywise impeached charged affected or
incumbered in title estate or otherwise howsoever In Witness Whereof the
said John Bishop of Lincoln hath saet his hand and caused his episcopal
seal to be hereunto affixed and the other parties to these presents have
hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first above written .

J. Lincoln
Grenville

Joseph Goodall
John Webster
Pascoe Grenfell
William Chisholme

END OF THE INDENTURE DOCUMENT



