PAPERS RELATING TO THE DISCOVERY OF CHALK SARCOPHAGI AT
HITCHAM IN 1873 AND 1874

1 Letter to Lord Boston from Archdeacon at Aylesbury, Aug 14™ 1873
2 Letter from Lord Boston to James Rutland, Aug 18" 1873

3 Letter from James Rutland to Lord Boston, Aug 20™ 1873

4 Draft letter by James Rutland to the Times, July 1884

5 Draft letter by James Rutland to Maidenhead Advertiser, 1884

6 Sketch by James Rutland of a éarcophagus, July 1884

7 Letter by James Rutland to Reading Mercury, Aug 1884
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AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY AT HITCHAM.
"IN BUCKS,

To the EDITOR of the READING MERCURY.

SIR,—A find of some archaological interest was made a few
days ago in the churchyard of Hitcham, Bucks, In digging
a grave on the south side of the (Norman) nave, a stone cist,
or sarcophagus, was discovered 4ft. 6in. from - the resent
surface. Fourteen years ago a similar cist was found ; with
the remains were a quantity of iron rings, 13 in, diameter, and
iron nails, but no other indication of there having been a
coffin, The head of the present cist was then brought to
view, but not disturbed. The inside dimensions of the present
cist were 6ft. in length, 12in, wide at the head, and 8in. at
the foot; 19in. at its greatest width, The south side was
composed of 5 slabs, the north side of 6 ; the covering slabs
were 5 in number ; also one at the head and foot—18 stones in
all, 13in. deep at the head and 12in. at the foot; the side
stones averaging 4in, and the covering stones 5% in, in thick-
ness. The chalk or claunch stones of which the eist is com-
posed were rudely squared and hewn or axed on all sides with
a tool 1in, wide, and rounded on the edge ; one other tool 8 in,
in width, the axe marks being sharp and clearly defined, A
large and perfect skeleton was enclosed, but no trace of a
coffin, wood or metal. _The bed or floor of the grave was coms-
posed of fine gravel-pit sand. The bones were considerably
crystallised ; probably the body was covered with carbonate
of lime. The skull bore traces of having lain 1n a liquid ; it
was very friable, and erumbled at the touch ; the femur
measured 18% in, in length, Llewellﬁn Jewett says: ‘‘ The
mode of burial seems this: when the ody was laced in the
stone cist, or sarcophagus, it was fully draped in its usual
dress. It was laid flat upon its back, at full length, at the
bottom of the cist; any relics intended to be buried with it
were placed by its side, Liquid lime or gypsum w, en
poured in, upon, and around it, the face alone being le
covered by the liguid. The body was thuspo%(with
the exception of the face) encased in liquid lime, 1, when
it became set, formed a solid mass. When these are breught
to light and opened, a perfect impression or mould of the
figare of the deceased appears on the bed of plaster or lime in
which it had been enclosed, and, in some instances, the texture,
and even the: colours of the dress is clearly defined. Some

years ago a cist was opened at York, in which the body of a
| woman clothed in rich purple, with a small child laid upon
her lap, was clearly discernible in the plaster.’’

Whether this was an interment of the Roman-British or
Anglo-Saxon period the orientation was ve _decided in this
case, as in the five others I have seen in t 18 spot, they all
lying due east and west, Two-thirds in length of this ve
interesting relic had to be removed to obtain the dept
required for the new grave. I collected the bones and placed
them in the remaining third portion left undisturbed.

JAMES RUTLAND,

Hon. Sec. Berks Archaological and Archi-
tectural Society, and Maidenhead Field
Club and Thames Valley Antiquarian
Society,

The Gables, Taplow,

August, 1884,




